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Government, in Reconstructing 6,000
Square Miles of Desolation, Copes
With Problem Greater Than Meet-

ing German Invasion—Refugees
Develop Self-Help to Re-
markable Degree

By M. K. WISEHEART.
IN organizing to reconstruct the dev-

1L’nlted Etutes as an expert in his
| field. He was the technical man con-
sulted by the New York Board of Estl-
astated regions, which are 6,000 | mate when the New York zoning law
square miles {n extent, France Is | was framed., He is well known as
confronted with a vastly greater prob- ::li:;::“t?ﬂ B“::I clly“ F;m';“:{:‘l He
; e e capital o acon-
em than she faced in 1914, when she | ., " o oy had charge of the plan-
organized to meel the Geérman In- ping of many American cities, includ-
msion. Then she had a coordinated | ing Newark, Jersey Clty, Omaha, Neb,
system of transportation and supply; Cleveland, Ohio. E
row this system is {n ruins and for The main fenturt_:ll of the reconstrjc-
. \ tion problem In France are reviewsd
five years the nation has been WINE py Major Ford in the following inter-
1 {ts reserves. The problem bhefore view: !
rince and thoss who wish to sce her| "It ls only by realizing that the dev-y
sssume m noble positlon economically lsmh_-_:.l area ia as big as Rhode l.--I.mli'r
P Vot rorld at Deace I8 and Connecticut and part of Massa-|
und industrially in a wor d chusetts combined that Amfericans can
gger In extent and kind than &n¥ | hegin to get an {dea of the Immensity |

‘o world has had before. |of the reconstruation problem rnn—i
\mericans, who ask why France! fronting France. They must realize
{that more bulldinga have bheen de-

% not org 1 on-
¢ not organize to meet the reco stroyed than there are in the whole

-uction problem with the sames en-| ¢ Greater Now York. |
v with which she organlzed to meet “The problem of reconstruction di-|
s German advance in 1914, prob- | vides Itself into sevoral classes: First,
- " rebullding and repalrs to destroyed
have falled to gramp the full bulldings, of which the total is about
raning of reconstruction and 10 UN-| 456000, The estimated cost of rabuild-
1 the condition in which France | ing |y $5,000,000,000. Second, restoring
werself @t the end of the war.|the public works, rallroads, canals,|
‘neh with thelr nearness to the| biRhways, water works, ports, &c.,, for
cm have a preference for the which at least another $4.000.000,000
= will ba necessary; third. rocuperation
o “reconstitution” rather than “re-| pnomn the Industrinl damage, the de-!
tion." “Reconstilution™ I8 the| g ystion of factories, material, fin-|
4uior word, for it emphasizes the com- | (o4 4 products, power plants, &c., in-|
Heaied nature of the task, the greal| . 4. mines and quarries,
¢ ! phwse of the problem as well
+ matters of actual rebullding.

eratany

e Fr
siruction

$4.000,000,000; |
tfourth, reparation for the agricultural
damage through the ruin of n vast
tract of soll, destruction of agricul-
tural machinery, loss of cattle, the re-
moval of tools, which aroounts to a
bill of §2,000,000,000. |

“If you were one of the (00,000 refu-

which |
amounts o anolher

Froblems of Heconstitutlon.

metitution™ ealls attention to
t not only that the houses and
wiorles of this vast area are In
but that for five years this!
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ABOUT ALL THAT WAS LEFT OF

NOYON

tive and =supply ¢centre In each arron- !
dissement and canton, of which there |
are six to an arrondlssement. These |
centres have stocks of emergency
goods, They are supposed to have all
most cares for a foriy-eight hour visit | that is pecessary for repalrs to farm
for a locok at the ruins of a family's | equipment, for beginning housekeep-
home and for the salvage of burled | ing and farming. It has supplied tar
treasure, siuch as spoons, linen, keep-) paper for roofing and many tools, but
sakes. After the permlission is granted | the supply vuns out rapidly and there
the family takes the first regular traln |4 alwa n long list walting for the
It can get. To defray expenses of car : firat incoming shipment.
fare the family gets an indemnity from |
the Government. Sometimes the whole |
family goes, or perhapa just the fmhc-r,I “The method of self-help is stand-
it he has leave, and the mother. They | Ing the refugee In good stead also,
are allowed to take 600 pounds of bag- | Often he seea what he needs on the
gnge free, !ﬁ‘.lih’.l.ry dump and he goes and helps
“On arrlving at the rallroad pl}lnt:hlnlb!'if. The Germans left 10,000 tons |
nearest thelr home the refugees must|of coal in the Argonne back of St |
walk or cateh n ride if they can. If| Mihiel. Since this was discovered the|
they expect to stay over night they | refugees have been coming from miles
must have provided themselves with|around with such beasts of burden as
food and blankets. The Arst thing | they could get, a broken down horse, |

thorities hefore he can glve the desired
permission, This double authurization |
is H]““A}'?‘ NeCeasary under present con-
ditions before a family can return.
“The first permilsalon granted is in

Development of Self-Help.

=

posen.  TFlirst, they register the ad-|

dresses of refugee famllies, and they |
have Instituted machinery for locating

the widely separated members of al
family. They assist not only In locat- |
ing but In bringing back the m!'ml-f-rni
of n family All these committees
have headguarters in Parla, r

“The work of these committees is|aVe cosis to the society as a whole
recognized as one of important publ.t'.'l““‘l to got supplies as qulckly as pos-
utlity, and they have heen recelving sible. The architect also undertakes
subventions from the Minister of the| !0 adapt his plans to the use of such
Interior to ausist in carrying on. The | bulld'ng materials as are 10 be {ound
committces ure supposed to be entirely | ©0 the Eput, a8 by, this mes the
out of politics, but latterly some “_tlmfi‘ns will be restored mast rapuily
them have shown a tendency toward | ‘Every ruined town and bullding In
political sctivity, | France when rebullt will

“Many important groups have wen'{modl:‘lculhm of Improvement making

have sc

croated for spectal local pm,po_‘“_,ﬂ_!f.-u hetter health and greater attrac-
Une of the early interesting develop- | tiveness.

ments is the formation of tha agricul.| “TO-Uky thers Is a bustilng activity

tural cooperative societics. This|©n the part of architects, engineers
movement grew from the work of M, 8nd contractors In France. Hecause
de Warren, who is connected with the | 'OUsSes have not begun ta spring up

st the area has been an utterly
ductive one, from which milllons
ave been displaced with the

1t thelr habita have been
inged and perhaps their courage
that tagether with the re-
sstablishiment of tranasportation, food
inply and  bullding material distri-

must also be estab-
keep up the morale of the
» makae life endurable in the
sl of desolation, to encourage

s who have come to feel that
s owes them a living to turn

igencles

their heart snd hand to agriculture,
ind

il figures may give some
oliem confronting France
of reconstruction, but
that 18 a matter of the
urage to endure the bitter-
datlon while the community
uw procesg i restored and the

|

So | France able to put at your disposal for

o oprace acotivitiea reknit.
14 to deyvastation can give
or sestlvely the meaning of “"i

itun,, Flve hundred thousand
nes have Lean damaged, of which

«and  filve hundred

s been destroyed.

Have oecupation to

r 10 per cent. of the working
L |  population, have been
" uncultivatiable, Fifty-five

of the pation’s cattle and the

pereontage of pigs have been lost,
A8 war has cost France 10 per cent

o lumber and 6 1-2 per cent. of
" lirewond

¥y the best Informed Ameri-
: ¥ on the many complicated
Phuwses of reconstruyction and recon-
Is Major George B. Ford,
3 t o France in 1010 aa &
Membor of the American Industrial
sion. He has been In charge
] Heconstruction Department of
“ Amerlcan Red Cross in Franoe,
be has cooperated with all the
lepartments of the ¥French

m
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been completely destroved. | derstood
schools | from the point of view of one of the
hes and about 28 many | individuals concerned. Take the case
H Two | of a refugee, elther one of the 500,000
wnd fifty thousand acres of | who came back from Germany by way
t agricultural land of France, of Bwitzerland or one of the 1,730,000), 0o Those who deeide to
807,000 | evacuees who went to the Interior of

Timent devoted to reconstitution, [ portatiom, and the sub-prefect has to
Ford {s well known 1 #e gct the sanction of tha milltary au

they do on reaching the home town ia
to report to the authorities If there are
any there. Then they go to seek thelr
own heathstone., It i3 a sad
one of the saddest, and it s being re-
peated day after day always with gor-
rowful variations throughout the dev-
astated area,

gees who came back to France from
Germany or one of the 1,750,000 who,
lived in the Interior of France during
the war would you wanl to return to
your own hearthstone amid the ruins
of the devastated area? I1f you did re-
turn what conditions would you find
there? How would you get food, coal,
furniture, working tools? Do you think
you would have the heart to stay there
after ariving—in a de'.‘.ti':rt of shell e GoRRiuE koo
alds and scattered ruins your 8 HOLHINE - 2

:;I::ﬂage:‘ha:; the only family for miles They find no way (-rl '[‘;('.IH.\R :
around? Would you have the courage | Vtenslls, supplies of any kind; so
to became one of the hardy ploneering | nine cases out t_)( l'-“..i?o) d':t-_m-_- 1o
stock that is taking up the burden of ::»“rl-?-l—“.-:l-;r :Em’;::: uanl:;dl‘h?-r}-h|n”t.-la-tta.‘r
life under !hu!w mn:?ll:unsl?.k nr‘ \;;nuhll bl \‘j'““”" in the devastated reglona
:2:.rs:\.ll!:u::))t,;lj:"ll‘ltl:;:\fal;r I“:iu’ll‘:‘lr he Ut“:-rn l'II"‘”‘l“““lde‘u o .’llt‘- l.: t!;.-l

“If you declded to stay, what tacily. | #cene of desolntion at all costs. 8o In

. 4 varjous scattered villages of the dis-
ties would you find the Uovernment of trict one finds one, two or three faml-

Moat of Them Torn Back.

immediately

resumning the old home ]Et'jﬂ llr‘;mlns or some sort of shelter with
“What the French CGovernment Is| a patched or tAr paper roaf
now dolng townrd reconstruction In|™ .. ine wmall villages they can get
the devastated arean can best be un- no food at all, s0 one member of the
by looking at the subject
big town for bread and vegetables
) They have to tramp miles ang miles to
_}gvl this limited supply, for there are

France. If & refugee famlily wanta to
go back to the liberated regions it first
gooes to the Mayor of the town whers
the family is at present located. They
ask how they can get back and how
and food

ploneers of the hardiest varlety.

trying
shop keepers (o encourage them to
start business agaln in the devastated

they can get furnishings area. The Government offers all the
when they arrive. facilities it can, glves an advance on
“The Mayor will be obliged to tell | the shopkeeper's eventual war in-

them that he can do nothing except
glve them a rote Lelling where they
have been living and asking permis-
sion for them of the prefecture of the
department where they wish to go
This note will be referred to the sub-
prefect, who will take it up with the
Mayor or the acting Mayor of the town
the family came from. The granting
of permission to return will then de-
pend upon food conditions and trans-

demnity, in other words makes a small
lean, which will be deducled from the
indemnity finally awarded for loss In
the war,

ernment has two administrative sec-
tions In the technical service, which
{s under the Minister of the Liberate
Reglons: One, the Bervice of Extreme
Urgence; two, the Service of Recon-
struction. The Service of Extrema
Urgence is trying to handle all {m-
mediate needs, Tt han & répresenta-

&

sight— |

“Most of the refugees find that thers |

food, |

In- |

lles of great-courage Uving In.cellars, |

family walks every day to the neareat |

very few animals of any sort in this |
stay
und ask for thae permis de sejour are

|
“More and more the Government is
to distribute food to the small |

“For rebullding the houses the Gov- |

gonts, dogs, with mun-drawn carts or|offlce of agricultural reconstitution in
with msacks. They have come and gone | the Ministry for the Liberated Reglons, |
day after day with their burdens of  [n 1917 and 1818 he was Instrumaental |
coal, which s rapidly disappearing.| in establishing

120 agricultural coop- |
When the peasants see anything be-

erative socleties In a8 many differant

|
|
longing to elther the IFrench or the | communes of the Somme, Alsne and |
American army they Just take it/ Ofse, The movement was rapidiy!
Thera I8 no deception or rom‘anlment: growing when it was wiped out en-
'about 1 | tirely by the advancing Germans, The
“An entirely unexpected ﬂl‘\'@l(‘f“| various members of the cooperativoe p
ment and one that s surprising In| gocleties were distributed all over
viow of t intense  Individuallsm | France as refugees Now these po-
characterist of France (8 taking| cletles are rapidly resuming and sev-
place in connection with the reconstl- | eral hundred new ones have been |
tution of town life and the u',{rlrnlulrﬁﬂl formed :
community, This development ls one “In these societies each member
of conperation It 18 & movement of  puts in all he has in the way of tools,
thoe best augury for the early recu- | machines, fertilizers, evervthing ex-
peration of the country and at the cept his bulldings and draught cattle. |
same time It Is a new revelation of | When it comes to the crops he can |
| the adaptability of the French tem«|draw In proportion to what he put

perament and apirit to the iron emer-| into the pool.

gency of war and wiar's holocaust. i “From my experi¢ence I slould say

“Not only are the French Govern-| that this method of organigation |
| )
ment and scores of volunteer associ- | means from 60 to 100 per cent. in-
atlona assisting the refugees and sin- | creased eMelency In getting agricu)- |

istres to reestablish normal life In the | ture started again
devastated regions. but the aMicted
ones are helping themselves, adjusting
themselves to desperate eonditions and
making saorifices for one another, |

“The activity and vitality of the ra--; “The group of recostruction cooper-
turning groups of refugees ia shown | atlves is equally Important, The prin-
in the fact that they have r--.-t:;!al.nlmi'up!.- by which these cooperatives work

ores of newspapers devoted to '.'lu-'_i.« much Hke that of the agricultural
of refugees in thelr particu- | coopermtives, Al people of the

in the devastated
districts ns ngainst what the individ.
unal could do working alones.

Reconstruction Coaperatives. i
I

Interests the

towns as n whole, the neceazary bulld-
ings first, and looking at the town as
la ‘plant’ instend of a group of Individ-
ual ome man plants, They are even
| rebullding factories as a cooperative
| enterprise.

“There {s in each department and In
many of the arrondissements as well
as In many of the cantons or com-

the war «is given to membera of en-
operative pocletles, while !.nl!i\'ldun.lni
can get ndvances of only 76 per cent,
“After the people have pooled thelr
Indemnity advances they procesd to
deal individually with the architect
emploved by the soclety. He furnishea
plans according to the wishes of the
individual, but he provides for the
munes & committee of refugees to| standardization of doors, windows,
look after refugee interests, These|sanitary appllances, hardware, stable
i-'nmm!l!o«-n serve & varlety of pur-*.nd chicken house fittings in order to

| lar Jocalitles, but especially 1t {8 town or village o be rebullt join the
| shown In the establishment of recon-'soclety and pool the advances they are
‘rirm_-thm_ agricultural and Industrial |able to get from the Government on

cooperatives.  Members of these co-|their ultimate war indemnitios. An
|u11¢r',u!\'-ﬁ are pooling thelr resources | advance of 90 per cent. of the ap-)
::.ml interests, They are rebullding | pralsed value of the property hefore |
|

{out plans and

I principies of

\ Bquare
| must have prepuared plans for any sec-

| before the war

| French

by the thousands In the davastated
reglona some Amerlcans have
to the conclusion that France is with
ehergy for tackling
Quite the contrary Is the
The planning work for rebujld-
the region in ncocordance with
modern sanitation, hy
glene, household conveniences and
farm economy Actundly begun in 1814
It has culmindted in & law compelling
every town In the devastated reglons
ns well 8a ln many sections of
France to adopt approved town plan
nir methods In rebullding.  Within
three months every town in the
devastuted

comme

the
foet.
Mg

tnt
job,

aolher

6,000

miles of Fra

tion of tha town where bullding opor-
atlons are to bhegln, France s the
first country In the world to pasas a
town planning law,

“Many of the r and
towne2 In the devastated area of
France will ba restored so rapldly that
fteen

1ilned  cltles

| most heavily

A CQORNER OF RHEIMS, ONE OF The

.
of the trees will have levellsd the un-
This 275,000 ncres s out
of the best and richest faruting land
of France

‘In the oMovs of M. Meltrot, head of
the French Government Service for
Heconsututing the Scil, 18 & room full
of large milltary maps, showing the
devastated regions, the

eVennesses

whola of the
trenches and dugouts and the reglons
shelled. On these mapn

| &re indicated In green the arean that

in five, téen or yenra they will
be a-hum with industry, Improves
with modern installations and more |

efficlent and attractive than they were
Hut a hundred towns
and agricultural vilinges in the north
in the Somme, Alsne, Clss, Marne—
what of them’

“Coming =xenerations will walk in
green silences through vast tracis of
forest land to visit
stood when

mounds of
The
the

they were r
debirls hy

reconstitution of
snlvaging of
land rendered uncultivahle
by wnr means that villagoe after vil-
lage-—~100 or maore of them—and ham-
lot aftor hamlot will be wooded over
buried for all time

“"Recent  Investigation shows that
there are something like 275,000 ncres
of land o far gone that there I8 no
possibllity of bringing 1t Into use for
farm land for another generantion, The
hest modern sclenca can suggest for
this vast acreage I8 to plant trees and
let it grow up In forest with the ex-
pectation that in thirty, fAflty or one
hundred years the leaf mould will
have created a topsoll and the roots

vilinges
auced to
Eroat W
soll, 275,000

acres of

gitey where these |

are too far gone to be put back into
caltivation and so must ba planted
with treea. For this purpose France
s now buying carloads, boatloads of
trecs, and many of thesa are coming
from America.

“In nddition

Ll
-1,

to this 000 acres
rendered uncultivable by the war
there are about 2.000,000,000 more that
are in such a bad state with shell holes
and trenches that It will require great
1 level them off, clean away ob.
t 8, fertilize and in other ways
epire them for use. With the limited
r that is available it will be seve
vears before thia land can be put

back into a state of high cultivation
Euch ns existed before the war, and
this time wil] elapsa In spits of the

anr
=l

bext use that can be made of the
000 German prisonera,
'Furthermore., to understand
problem of agricultural reconstitution
in France, wa muat remember thal
850,000 hend of ecattle were driven
away into Germany when the Germans
ndvanced. This In 85 per cent, of the
total for the district. Thoe same per
centage of plga was lost, or about
280000, About 365,000 horses have dis-
appearsad either into the hands of the
Germans or into the French army.
The French army is now gradually re-
leaxing ita horses, and to some extent
this will remedy the acute shortage In
work animals

the

Preservation of Menuments,

“Cine of th

normous reconstiruction

| problems ahend of Franca in the prea-

the |

it will be

| ber of

ervintion of the churches and other his.
monuments that were partly
d and in thousands of cases al-
completely destroyed. The num-
of these ruined monuments s al-
most impossible 1o estimate as yet and
months before the total num-
bulldings of value artistically
and historically can be kunown
“Refore the war the French Govern-
ment, through the Commission des
Monuments Historigue, had taken un-
der Its care and protection thousands
of these bulldings in all the depart-
ments of France, When put under the
eure of this commission thess bulldings
could not be altered or used in any re-
spect except ne nithorized by the Qov-
ernment. Hecause of the greal pleni-

torlk
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INHABITANTS OF SENLIS
GAZE UPON The HAVOC

WROUGHT

tude of such art In France only a small
proportion of what waa of great value
and interest had even been listed, and
it in safe to say that the fourteen tI1=-I
partments constituted one of the very
richest sections in all the world iml
architectural treasures, 1

"One of the first tasks to be under-
taken now is that of listing the |
| thousands of additional monuments |
| that shall be taken from the care of |
| local authorities and put under the
protection of the French Government
th be safeguarded against hasty or
| thoughtless reconstruction, alteration,
further disintegration and theft. This |
work {8 now belng earried on by the |
French Government and one of the
men assisting in the tgsk s an|
American, Kingaley Porter,'n l'mc-mbe_-l'|
of the art faculty of Yale Unlversity, |
It is estimnted the treasures to be pro-
tected and restored number some-
where near 50.000," |

Ing problems of this phase of recon-
struction as will be seen from the fol-
lowing discussion by Major Ford:

. "For one who used to know Rhelma
v.and studied the Cathedral in the old
|‘m.\’! It s a strange experience to go
i back now. The Cathedral, which was
always a little monotonous in color
and dry and hard in detall, has now
become wonderfully mellow and even
rich In color. There is a fascinating |
play of warm ochre tints and rich!
reds and even a suggestion now and |
then of bluea and greens in the stons
work due to the calelnlng of l"aol
stone when the staging, which was up
agiinst the front of the Cathedral, wus |
burned in 1914 'What with the fire
and constant shelling since then
many of the hardest linea have bLeen
rounded off and the formal regularity
that wrs characteristic of the
Cathedral has been softened into a
plcturesque variety of line and form |
which makes the Cathedral far more
ving than it was before, I

Its Astonnding Beaunty.

“As one sees It at sunset with :hnl
cold tones of the lower part merging
Into the warm tones of the upper part
against the eky, or as one sees |t hy
moonlight with the lght playing'
through the open interior, the
Cathedral is now a thing ethereal of
though the won-
derful sculptures around the entrance
are mnstly gone and a great deal of
the sculpture and ornament all over
the Cathedral has suffered irreparable
d.nnuu:-.-_

"I have gone over tlie plans for re-
storing the Cathedral with M, Deneux
He has already French army englneers
and Germin prisoners at work clean-
ing up the fallen parts of the Cathedral
Rnd sorting out parts of the sculpture
and moulding. At Rhelms now they
| exhibit unexploded shells which have
been taken from the rudns In tha In
terlor of the Cathedrul. These will
remalin &t Rhelms a permanent memo-
rial to German barbarism

astounding beauty,

“The first thing to be done toward
the recunstruction and preservation
of the Cathedral will be the ercotion

of R temporary tar paper roof {n place
of all the destroyed roofing. TUnder-
neath this will be built ns soon as
poasibla a flat reenforced concrete roof
directly on top of the vaulting. This
roof will be visible neither from the
Interior nor the cutside. Happlly just
befora the war M. Deneux had firilshed
A complete set of drawingas of the roof-
Ing and the old wooden framework of
the roofing so that If It is declded later
to reéstore the roof just as it was he-
fore 1914, the project can boe carried
out exactly, Tt has not yet been de-
clided to do this and it 18 possible that
only the flat roof will be erected
“The weakened and broken strue-
tural parts will be restored. The shell
holes in the vaulting will e Alled in.
The tops of all the walls, the pinnacies
and ornamental features that hava
leen wearing away from exposurs to
weather will be protected Tha
mulin mpuldings will be restorad, Tiut
the sculjture will hardly be touched.
Nearly all will be left as it I8, & per-
manent memorial. The precious glass
will be remounted and the missing
pieces will ba supplled with good mod-
ern imitations, The organ and interior
furnishings will be restored as they

the

were. Within & year or o little more
they will be bholding serviees In
the greatest memorinl cathedral of
France ™

Rheims is one of the most interest-'
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